Pacing techniques in heart failure: current concepts and future outlook.
In addition to the well established benefits of traditional pacing methods, newer, left ventricular-based pacing techniques appear to induce significant hemodynamic improvements, benefit cardiac remodeling, improve functional capacity, and may decrease hospitalizations in appropriately selected patients with advanced systolic heart failure and intraventricular conduction defects. Encouraging results have been suggested from preliminary observational studies as well as from controlled clinical trials. Despite the generally positive outlook, much remains to be learned about multisite pacing techniques, appropriate site and patient selection, and long-term effectiveness.